
March 2007 Volume 1V, Issue VIII 

BUSINESS INSIDER 
Vis ionAdvocacyLeadersh ip   regional chamber of commerce 

Annual Staff 
Appreciation Luncheon 

“Chamber Luau” 

Thursday, April 5, 2007 
11:30 am - 1:00 pm 

Sheraton Cerritos Hotel 
Lunch is $30/person 

Sponsorship Tables are available 
 

Hiring & Firing 
Employees Workshop 

Wednesday, April 18, 2007 
7:30 am - 10:00 am 

Cerritos Library - Skyline Room 
$25/person - includes continental breakfast 

 

11th Annual Mega Mixer 
Tuesday, April 24, 2007 

5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
Cerritos College - Student Center 

Please be our guest! 

Chamber Happenings 
Cerritos Mayor Paul Bowlen and Council Member Jim Edwards 
congratulate the newly crowned 2007 Princess Stephanie Agudo 
and 2007 Miss Cerritos Stephanie Yu at the Chamber’s annual 

Miss Cerritos Scholarship Contest ► See page 3 

Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce  ·  13259 E. South Street  ·  Cerritos, CA 90703 
phone: (562) 467-0800  ·  fax: (562) 467-0840  ·  chamber@cerritos.org  ·  www.cerritos.org 

Cerritos Chamber Expands 
Regional Efforts 

By: Catherine Gaughen, Executive Director 
 
We are fortunate to live and work in a region where local communities are 
thriving - with strong leadership, a sound economic base, and unique and 
diverse business environments. However, it is critical that these surrounding 
communities have a strong Chamber of Commerce to help preserve the 
existing economic structure and to help promote the enhancement of a strong 
and diverse economic base. After 44 years of serving the business community 
in Cerritos and the surrounding communities, the Cerritos Regional Chamber 
of Commerce is expanding its regional efforts. This past month the Chamber 
formalized an agreement with the City of Hawaiian Gardens to provide 
business development services and resources to the business community of 
Hawaiian Gardens. Since Hawaiian Gardens does not currently have a 
Chamber of Commerce, the Cerritos Regional Chamber will work with the 
City in providing support, resources, services, and opportunities for all 
existing and prospective businesses in that region. The Chamber continues to 
have a long-standing relationship with the City of Cerritos and will continue 
to provide numerous services and resources to the business community and 
residents in the City of Cerritos.   
 
Currently representing member businesses from over 31 surrounding cities, 
the priority objective of the Cerritos Regional Chamber is to help create and 
sustain successful business ventures that will benefit the economic vitality of 
the entire region. Recognizing that the local business community is regional 
and not bound by city or county lines, it is critical that the Cerritos Regional 
Chamber help preserve the existing economic structure and to help promote 
the enhancement of a strong and diverse economic base for the entire region.   
 
In March of 2006, the Chamber’s Board of Directors approved the addition of  
“Regional” to our name to signify the Chamber’s direction and vision as a 
regional leader. Although our name changed, our mission remains the same: 
To promote and foster the economic vitality and quality of life in the region 
by being an accessible resource to not only our Chamber Members, but to the 
entire community. The Chamber strives to promote and enhance the 
commercial, professional, economic, educational, cultural and environmental 
well being of participating communities through a myriad of programs and 
activities, which include legislative advocacy, economic development 
campaigns, partnerships with local educational institutions, business 
development opportunities and “member-only” benefits and services. 
 
As a regional organization, one of the main goals of the Cerritos Regional 
Chamber of Commerce is to assist local communities in prioritizing economic 
development and sustainable business development, primarily small business 
development, retention, recruitment, and growth. The Chamber plays an 
integral role in sustaining existing businesses and helping them grow and 
succeed (retention), as well as developing and attracting new businesses to 
help sustain our existing business climate (recruitment).  

► Continued on  page 6 
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BRONZE 
Wal-Mart  *  Ford West  *  Cerritos College  *   Southern California Edison 

Edward Jones  *  Events by Noonan  *  ABC Unified School District 

CRYSTAL 
ECC INK  *  Rose Hills Memorial Park  & Mortuary  *  Lexus of Cerritos 

Vicencia & Buckley Insurance  *  HealthFirst Medical Group  *  JD Knabe & Associates 
Union Development Company  *  Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud,& Romo 
Southern California Gas Company   *   Merriwood Management Company 

Executive Committee 
President 

JOHN MEINERT 
Edward Jones 

 

President-Elect 
ALLEN WOOD 

Merriwood Management Company 
 

Vice-President 
KEN KRAUS 

Los Cerritos Center 
 

Vice-President 
BOB WESS 

Union Development Company 
 

Vice-President 
BRIANA BLACKMAN 

CalMet Services 
 

Past President 
KATHY FRAZIER 

ABC Unified School District 

Board Members  

HOWARD ABRAMS 
Ford West 
EMIL ALI 
ECC INK 

SUMITA BATRA 
Ziba Beauty Center 

 

RICHARD GAINES 
Sheraton Cerritos Hotel 

THERESA BRUNELLA 
American Red Cross 

 

BRANDON EMMONS 
AJ Padelford & Son 

MARY LOU LANDES 
Tri City Regional Medical Center 

 

NANCY NARIKAWA 
ASAP Products 

 

CERRITOS COLLEGE 
Lola Rizkallah 

 

HEALTHFIRST MEDICAL GROUP 
Linda Smith 

 

CONNIE TURNER 
Southern California Edison 

 

MARCIA VERKAIK 
Dr. Timothy J. Kelemen 

ANTHONY WOODS 
Power Toyota of Cerritos 

JIM RICHARDSON 
Rose Hills Memorial Park & Mortuary 

PETER LYDON 
Hawaiian Gardens Casino 
TODD LEUTHEUSER 

Southland Motor Car Dealers Association 

Staff 

CATHERINE GAUGHEN 
Executive Director 

Jill Ovard, Operations Manager 
John Cordova, Membership Relations  

Clarence Fuqua, Bookkeeper 

DIAMOND 
City of Cerritos 

City of Hawaiian Gardens 

SILVER 
CalMet Services   

AJ Padelford & Son, Inc.   
Hawaiian Gardens Casino 

Los Cerritos Center 

President’s Circle 
Sponsors 

Mentors Needed to Help Students Read 

The Cerritos Regional Chamber of Com-
merce, in partnership with the ABC Unified 
School District, is pleased to invite you and 
your employees to participate in the Cham-
ber’s APPLE Program. APPLE 
(Advancing Professionals’ and Pupils’ 
Learning Experiences) is a program 
founded by the Chamber’s Business and 
Education Council, in partnership with the 
ABC School District’s RISE Program 
(Reading Involves School Employees). The 
purpose of APPLE is to encourage employ-
ers to allow their employees to volunteer in 
K-12 classes in the ABC School District 
once a week for 1 hour to help improve 
reading and comprehension skills and to 
provide individual tutoring.  The goal of this 
innovative program is to bring business, 
education, and community leaders together 
to build a quality workforce. 
 
Surveys show that most employees would 
like to volunteer in the community, but are 
unable to because of their busy work and 
personal schedules. By allowing your em-
ployees (and yourself) to volunteer their 
time – on company time – once a week, the 
children will benefit from the increased at-
tention and mentors, your business and em-
ployees will benefit from the positive ef-
fects of volunteering, and ultimately the 
business community will benefit from the 
business-education partnership with a more 
skilled and educated workforce. 
 

If you would like to get involved in the 
APPLE/RISE Program, please authorize 
your employees to attend a special one-
time orientation on Wednesday, March 
21, 2007 from 11:30 am – 12:30 pm at 
Carmenita Junior High Multi-Purpose 
Room, 13435 East 166th Street., Cerritos. 
A complimentary lunch will be provided.  
 
You are encouraged to send as many em-
ployees as you would like to participate in 
this program. Employee volunteer sched-
ules will be customized to each volun-
teer’s desired age and class level, pre-
ferred time period, and requested school.   
 
Please RSVP to Ann Griffo at the ABC 
School District for the orientation: 
562/926-5566 ext. 21146. If you have any 
questions or would like additional infor-
mation about the Chamber’s APPLE Pro-
gram, please contact Catherine Gaughen 
at the Cerritos Regional Chamber of 
Commerce at: 562/467-0800. 

  

 Cerritos Chamber of Commerce 

  Program 

APPLE 
Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce 
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Chamber Happenings 

2007 Miss Cerritos Contestants 

Chamber Executive Director Catherine  
Gaughen with Bev and George Ray 

Maynard Law with Howard 
Abrams of Ford West 

Nancy Narikawa, Sarah Hagge, Council Member 
Jim Edwards, Stephanie Agudo, & Melanie Broad 

Ambassador Mario Zoida 
and Eddie Goldstein 

Chamber President John Meinert with  
the 2007 Miss Cerritos Court 

Stephanie Yu Crowned 2007 Miss Cerritos 
 

The 2007 Miss Cerritos Scholarship Contest was held on January 31st at the 
Cerritos Center for the Performing Arts. The Miss Cerritos Contest is not a 
pageant; it is a professional opportunity for young women. The Chamber seeks 
professional, outgoing, responsible, articulate young women to represent the 
Chamber as an Ambassador for one year. Contestants are judged on their 
poise, attitude, social skills, and professionalism. Of the six talented and en-
thusiastic contestants vying for the honor of Miss Cerritos, Stephanie Agudo 
was honored with the title of Miss Cerritos Princess, while Stephanie Yu was 
crowned the new 2007 Miss Cerritos.  The event was sponsored by Hawaiian 
Gardens Casino, who provided a wonderful array of appetizers and desserts, 
and the Patina Group, who hosted the popular Coffee and Hot Chocolate Bar.  

2007 Princess Stephanie Agudo & 2007 Miss Cerritos 
Stephanie Yu with 2006 Miss Cerritos Sarah Hagge & 

2006 Princess Christine Lastrilla 

Alisa Taggert, Megan Richardson, VP Ken 
Kraus and President Elect Allen Wood 

The Chamber would like to thank and 
recognize all of the generous sponsors: 
Cerritos Center for the Performing 
Arts, Brian Tom/CA Educational Cen-
ters, Karen Baker/Mary Kay Cosmet-
ics, Balloon Décor ‘N’ More, Joe 
Julien/Wiechelman & Associates, City 
of Cerritos, ID Comm, Ford West, 
Frisbey Accountancy, V3art.com, Hart 
& Vandenberg, Inc., The Enchanted 
Fairy Company, and Century 21 My 
Real Estate Company. 

Contestant Sponsors Chuck & Linda 
Frisbey with Dr. Bob Hughlett 

Sponsor Karen Baker of Mary Kay  
Cosmetics with contestants 
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Upcoming Events 

MARCH  
1    CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATES FORUM  
          11:30 am - 1:00 pm  
          Sheraton Cerritos Hotel          
          Lunch is $30/person  - Sponsorships are available! 

7       GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
          9:00 am - 10:00 am 
          Chamber Board Room - 13259 East South St 
15     AMBASSADORS COMMITTEE 
          12:00 pm - 1:00 pm  
          Chamber Board Room - 13259 East South St.   
APRIL 

4       GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
          9:00 am - 10:00 am 
          Chamber Board Room - 13259 East South St 
5       STAFF APPRECIATION LUNCHEON 
          Chamber  Luau 
          11:30 am - 1:00 pm  - Sheraton Cerritos Hotel  
          Lunch is $30/person  -  Sponsorships are available! 
12      NETWORKING MIXER  
          Location TBA 
          5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
          Chamber Members: Please be our guest! 
          Non-Chamber Members: $20/person 

18     HIRING & FIRING EMPLOYEES WORKSHOP 
          7:30 am - 10:00 am  
          Cerritos Library - Skyline Room          
          $25/person  - includes continental breakfast 

19     AMBASSADORS COMMITTEE 
          12:00 pm - 1:00 pm  
          Chamber Board Room - 13259 East South St 

24      11TH ANNUAL MEGA MIXER  
          5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
          Cerritos College - Student Center -  Please be our guest! 

MAY 

3       STATE OF THE CITY LUNCHEON  
          11:30 am - 1:00 pm  
          Cerritos Performing Arts Center - Sierra Room  
          Lunch is $30/person  - Sponsorships are available! 

7       CINCO DE MAYO GOLF CLASSIC  
          Westridge Golf Club - La Habra  
          Player Packages & Sponsorship Opportunities are available
           

Feel free to dress 
in Hawaiian  
Luau attire!   

HIRING & FIRING 
EMPLOYEES 

WORKSHOP 
Wednesday, April 18, 2007 

7:30 am - 10:00 am 
Cerritos Library - Skyline Room 

 
Presented by: Ann Smith, AALRR 

RSVP: 
562/467-0800 

$25/person 
includes continental breakfast 

Non-Members: $30 

Lunch is $30   
Reserved Sponsor Table of 10: $400 

Reserved Sponsor Half-Table of 5: $250 
Event Sponsor: $100  

RSVP: 562/467-0800 

Staff Appreciation Luncheon 

“Chamber LuauChamber LuauChamber Luau” 

Thursday, April 5, 2007 
11:30 am - 1:00 pm 

Sheraton Cerritos Hotel 

Nominate Your Entire Staff  
for the 3rd Annual  

Staff of the Year Award 
Please fax or email your nomination by April 3rd  
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Member 
Anniversaries 

We appreciate the continued support of our 
renewing Members. Please stop by their 

respective locations and thank them for their 
Membership Investment in the Cerritos 

Regional Chamber of Commerce!   
 

20 Years or More 
Office of Dr. Philip I. Kress, D.M.D. 

Civic Member Gloria Kappe 
Civic Member Dorothy Mikun 

 

15 Years or More 
J.D. Knabe & Associates 

 

10 Years or More 
A’Roma Ristorante 

American Red Cross 
Albano’s Plumbing 

PDQ Equipment Rental Center 
Graphic Arts Consultants 

Bible Believers Missionary Baptist Church 
 

5 Years or More 
Boxology 

LBS Financial Credit Union 
Dr. Timothy J. Kelemen, D.C. 

 

1 Year or More 
Hubert Humphery Democratic Club 

Pathways Volunteer Hospice 
Subway 

A Touch of Lilacs & Lace 
ECC INK 

StormForce Corporation 
Harbor Area Farmers Market 

Starlite Companies 
Total Sales USA, Inc. 

New Chamber Members 

Please join us in welcoming these new Members to the Cerritos Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce. Stop by their respective locations and welcome them to our 
business community! If you would like information on joining the Chamber, 
please contact our office at 562/ 467-0800 or join online at www.cerritos.org.  

THAI ISSAN 
Samone Keo 

14419 Pioneer Blvd. 
Norwalk, CA 90650 

562-863-5575 
 
 

WESTERN BUILDING  
MAINTENANCE 

Efren Baca 
17810 San Gabriel Avenue 

Cerritos, CA 90703 
562-867-0684 

 
 

SHELDON GROUP 
Steve Sheldon 

901 Dove St. Ste. 140 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 

949-777-9400 

COLLEGE FOCUS 
Mark Corkery 

13017 Artesia Blvd. #D-220 
Cerritos, CA 90703 

562-246-0449 
 
 

‘YOUR DAY,’  
PRODUCTIONS 

Gina Almgren 
Serving L.A. & Orange Counties  

and the Inland Empire 
800-338-0910 

 
 

Advertising Space  
is Available! 

 
1/8 page ad:        $25/month 
1/4 page ad:        $50/month 
1/2 page ad:        $100/month 

Contact the Chamber:   
562/467-0800  

or chamber@cerritos.org 
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Regional Efforts 
► Continued from  page 1 

Catherine Gaughen 
Executive Director 

In addition to business and economic 
development, the Chamber will also continue to 
offer numerous services and resources to the 
business community and residents from all 
surrounding communities. These include top 
quality luncheon programs bringing timely 
information to members, events for powerful 
networking, educational programs to keep 
employers well prepared to meet the challenges 
from new legislation and a very competitive 
market place, publications with excellent 
advertising opportunities and quality/timely  

information, and a membership that is dynamic and growing. 
 
For additional information on the Chamber’s regional efforts – or if 
you would like information on joining the Cerritos Regional Chamber 
of Commerce – contact Executive Director Catherine Gaughen at 
562/467-0800 or catherine@cerritos.org.  

Chamber Welcomes Cerritos 
Land Rover/Jaguar Dealership  
The Chamber and the City of Cerritos welcomed the brand new Cerritos 
Land Rover/Jaguar dealership to the city with a Grand Opening /  
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on Saturday, February 10th. Located in the 
Cerritos Auto Square at 10861 183rd Street, the new Land Rover/Jaguar 
dealership includes a 89,222-square-foot building housing a showroom, 
offices, sales and service areas, parts and detail departments and a four-
level parking structure. A total of 212 parking spaces are available on-
site. The dealership is already experiencing initial success and is  
exceeding everybody’s expectations. Owner and General Manager Josh 
Townsend noted that in its first month Cerritos Land Rover/Jaguar 
cracked the top 50 Land Rover dealerships in the country, and they are 
expecting to crack the top 20 this month. Please visit the Cerritos Land 
Rover/Jaguar showroom or contact them at 562/ 356-1000. Cerritos Land Rover / Jaguar Grand Opening  

& Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
From Left: Nancy Narikawa, Diana Needham, Council Member Jim Edwards, 
Todd Leutheuser, Miss Cerritos Stephanie Yu, Melanie Broad, Mayor Pro Tem 

Laura Lee, Josh Townsend, Art Gallucci, Mayor Paul Bowlen, Council  
Member John Crawley, Lauren Townsend, and Princess Stephanie Agudo 

DO YOU WANT TO BE  
IN A PARADE? 

The City of Hawaiian Gardens’  
43rd Annual Anniversary Parade 

Saturday, March 31, 2007 
11:00 am 

If you are a local business, resident, or community group 
interested in participating in the parade, please 
contact Pageantry Productions: 310/537-4240 

www.pageantryproductions.com 
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Telephone: 562/868-7777 
www.laplumber.com 

Commercial/Residential Since 1958      St. Lic. #271767 

  
 Chamber Happenings 

Jonathan Tan of RSAOR and 
Larry Lee of SELACO WIB  

Jennifer Ho of RSAOR, Elizabeth  
Makabali, & Linda Lee of IndyMac Bank 

Stephanie Yu, Mayor Pro Tem Laura Lee, 
Stephanie Agudo, & Nancy Narikawa 

Ambassadors Geneve Villacres, 
Helen Bouquet, & Steve Chen 

2007 Chinese New Year Celebrated at  
Chamber’s Monthly Luncheon 

 
Guests were treated to a Chinese New Year Celebration at the Chamber’s 
monthly luncheon on February 1, 2007.  Presenter Cindy Yen Chen, of the 
Chinese Cultural Association of Southern California, announced this was 
the Year of the Pig. She explained Chinese customs and traditions and how 
they related to “Doing Business with China”, the luncheon’s topic.  
Whether traveling to China, or doing business here in Cerritos, guests 
gained insights and guidelines to a successful business experience.    Maynard Law, Cindy Yen Chen, Council Member Jim  

Edwards, Diana Needham, and John Meinert 

President-Elect  Allen Wood 
with Metre Anthony  

Richard Gaines and his staff from the 
Sheraton Cerritos Hotel 

Anna Titus and Linda Pun 
of J&L Signs 

John Meinert with Eve Cervantes 
and Lisa Tseng of Apple One 
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Los Angeles County  
Supervisor  

Don Knabe 
 

A Message from LA County 
Supervisor Don Knabe  

 
Friends of the Fourth District:  

 
Imagine a Fortune 500 company that did not 
have a Chief Executive Officer (CEO) within 
its corporate structure.  Rather than a single 
leader at the top of the organization, dozens 
of division heads report directly to the corpo-
ration’s Board of Directors instead of to a 
CEO.  Instead of that Board being singularly 
focused on setting policy and direction for 
they must also narrowly focus their attention 
on the day-to-day business of running the  
 company. Frankly, it’s a scenario that does not work.  That’s why 

you have CEO’s to run the daily business of companies in Corpo-
rate America.  Therefore, one would think a strong CEO would 
also exist in Los Angeles County, America’s largest County.  
 
With over 90,000 employees and an annual budget of over $20 
billion, Los Angeles County rivals the size of any of our nation’s 
largest businesses.  Yet, under our existing structure, our equiva-
lent of a CEO, the Chief Administrative Officer (CAO), has  

limited authority.  The directors of the more than three-dozen 
County departments do not report to the CAO. Instead they re-
port directly to the Board of Supervisors.  As a result, 39 differ-
ent department heads report directly to the Board and in turn, 
those 39 department heads have five different bosses.  
 
The time has come to empower the CAO with the responsibili-
ties and oversight of the daily operations of the County.  That is 
why I have recently introduced a proposal to create a much 
stronger Chief Administrative Officer.  My recommendation 
calls for a Charter Amendment to the County Code to be placed 
before the voters during the next countywide election in June 
2008.  The Amendment would do the following:  transfer to the 
CAO the authority for hiring, firing and disciplining of depart-
ment heads, establish that non-elected department heads will 
report to the CAO, establish a clause that guarantees the Board 
of Supervisors will not interfere with the CAO, and change the 
name of the position to “Chief Executive Officer.”  
 
This proposal represents good public policy for Los Angeles 
County and provides a clear and efficient chain of command 
and accountability.  By giving our top administrator more 
power to run the day-to-day business of County agencies, it 
ensures the Board of Supervisors can remain fully focused on 
the interests of the taxpayers and citizens they represent.   

Supervisor Don Knabe 



Members in the News 
 
AAA Celebrates 50 Million Milestone 
 
The Automobile Club of Southern Califor-
nia’s Los Cerritos office will host “Member 
Appreciation Days” on March 14 and 15 to 
thank members for their loyalty to an organi-
zation that now serves 50 million members 
across North America and more than six million in Southern 
California. Members are invited to visit the Auto Club, 18642 S. 
Gridley Road, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. to join the celebration, 
meet the Los Cerritos Auto Club team, and enter a sweepstakes 
to win cruise and vacation packages, hotel stays, a Sirius radio 
system, and many other prizes. Members can also get free pass-
port pictures. Also, those who purchase a membership or add a 
family member to their membership will receive a gift. Informa-
tion about the AAA’s products and services is available on the 
Auto Club’s Web site at www.AAA.com. 
 
 

ARC Walk for Independence 
 
The Arc Walk for Independence, the 
signature event for Arc of Southeast 
Los Angeles County will be held Sat-
urday, March 24 at Downey’s Stonewood Center near the Aca-
pulco Restaurant. In ten years the walk has raised more than 
$550,000 to help those with developmental disabilities in Arc’s 
14 programs and services. Arc is still soliciting Corporate Spon-
sors – it is a great opportunity for business promotion and to 
help a wonderful cause.  For more than 50 years the Arc has 
provided employment, educational and advocacy services to 
men and women and children with mental retardation at no 
charge. The event includes two walking courses, a one mile and 
a three mile course.  Registration fee is only $10 and children 
under 10 are free.  Come and join us for a morning of help and 
hope for people with disabilities. For information and registra-
tion call (562) 803-4606, or e-mail arckmac@aol.com 
 
 

Cerritos Career Day 
 
Vendors are sought for the 2007 Cerritos Ca-
reer Day to be held Tuesday, May 1, 2007, 
on the Cerritos High School campus.  A co-
operative effort with the City of Cerritos and 
Cerritos, Gahr and Whitney High Schools, organizers are plan-
ning to include at least 50 vendors at this event. Cerritos busi-
nesses – including retailers, restaurants, specialty stores, trade 
schools and colleges – are invited to participate in the Career 
Day.  More than 800 high school seniors from the three high 
schools in Cerritos will be in attendance to visit with vendors 
and discuss job opportunities and potential career paths.  The 
event is a great opportunity for businesses and schools to recruit 
employees and applicants. For more information, contact Heide 
Xitco at  heide_xitco@ci.cerritos.ca.us or 562-916-8570. 
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Cerritos College Job Fair 
 
The 37th Annual Career Expo and Job Fair 
at Cerritos College will be held on 
Wednesday, April 25, 2007, from 10:00 to 
2:00 at the Student Center. Over 50 em-
ployers are expected. The early registration 
cost for the event is $75.00 per company/organization. Spaces 
are available on a first-come, first-served basis. Please contact 
Christina The at (562) 860-2451, Ext 2367.  
 
 

Cerritos Library Free Seminar 
“Growing a Business in the 21st Century”  
 
The Cerritos Library is proud to host a free 
seminar for local businesses and residents. 
“Growing a Business in the 21st Century” 
will be presented by John C, DePuy, Presi-
dent of Oaktree Ventures, and noted author 
on Wednesday,  March  28th at 7:00 pm at 
the Cerritos Library in the Skyline Room. Mr. DePuy will ad-
dress the following topics: Strategic Alliances Help You Com-
pete, Ten Steps to Capital Formation, Trading Cash for Equity, 
Small Software, Desktop Marketing for Today’s Companies, 
and Investigating Alternatives to an IPO. The event is free, but 
seating is limited. Please call: (562) 916 – 1342. 
 
 

Su Casa Wine Tasting Event 
 
Su Casa, Ending Domestic Vio-
lence is hosting “A Night in 
Paris Wine Tasting” event on 
April 26, 2007 from 7:30 to 
9:30 pm at the Wine Country in Signal Hill. Tickets are $75. 
All donations are tax deductible and go to help Su Casa provide 
services for victims and survivors of  domestic violence and 
child abuse.  For information contact: 562/303-1032. 
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Member Spotlights 
 
College Focus  
714/COLLEGE 
909/843-6457 
www.collegefocus.com 
 
College Focus was founded 30 years ago by Mark Corkery; a Boston 
University professor of communication, admissions representative, 
and academic counselor. Mr. Corkery found that working with high 
school students and their parents to be much more rewarding.  Hav-
ing admissions experience has provided the essential background to 
help families understand the mazes and myths of the college admis-
sion process.   
 
As college admissions has become increasingly competitive espe-
cially in the past 5 years, College Focus has experienced tremendous 
growth.  With five offices throughout the southland, College Focus 
has just opened their doors in Cerritos.  The Cerritos College Focus 
is headed by Heather Jacobus whose background encompasses ex-
pertise in college planning and career counseling.  Heather has 
worked with college and high school students for the past 3 years 
and continues to help each student find the best college match and 
life path. For more information please call: 714/COLLEGE. 

Your Day Productions 
Gina Almgren 
Special Events Coordination 
1-800-338-0910 
 
 
Gina Almgren and 'Your Day,' Produc-
tions has been Servicing the World of 
Special Events for over 20 years. With 
experiences ranging from Private Parties, Weddings, Corporate 
Fundraisers, Grand Openings etc., and a few Olympic Events 
thrown into the mix, her company has acquired an endless list of 
satisfied clientele.  'Your Day,' Productions, is a Full Service 
Event Production Company with resources to handle your every 
detail. With this Companies highly diverse background you are 
sure to get a personalized event unlike any other.  They can create 
an event from start to finish, from theme development right on 
through to thank you letters.  Should you wish to keep the fun in 
and the fuss out, Coordination just for the day of will take you 
out of the worker role and allow you to enjoy yourself just like 
one of the guests.  The Professionals at 'Your Day,' Productions 
are ready to make your event one to remember.  Get what you 
want from a Company that's proven to deliver.  Whether your 
request is large or small, for Professional & Affordable Event 
Production Services, 'Your Day,' Productions is the one to call. 
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C.A.R.E. Award Program 
Chamber Appreciation and Recognition of Employees 

Linda Lee, Assistant Manager of IndyMac Bank, 
received the C.A.R.E. Award  from the Cerritos  

Regional Chamber of Commerce at the Chamber’s 
February “Doing Business With China”  
Luncheon. Linda Lee was nominated by  

Elizabeth Makabali as an outstanding employee  
who deserves recognition. 

Congratulations to Linda Lee of IndyMac Bank 
 
Linda Lee was honored and presented with the Chamber’s February C.A.R.E. Award 
for her outstanding work at IndyMac Bank. The Chamber’s “C.A.R.E” Award Program 
(Chamber Appreciation and Recognition of Employees), hosted by the Ambassadors, is 
designed to honor and recognize employees for their outstanding service in the work-
place. Nominated by Elizabeth Makabali, Linda Lee was acknowledged for her part in 
the Grand Opening of the Cerritos Branch of IndyMac Bank. In the three short months 
of operation, Linda has been invaluable to the IndyMac team. She continues to earn the 
respect of the branch employees, whom she effectively motivates to not only meet 
goals, but to exceed them. Since the opening, the rapid growth of the deposit base has 
made the branch number one in core products, and Linda consistently takes on any and 
all responsibilities she is given. The Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce is proud 
to honor Linda Lee with the February C.A.R.E. Award. 
 
Members of the Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce are invited to nominate indi-
viduals (Chamber members only please) who deserve special recognition.  Nomination 
Forms will be available at all Chamber events, or feel free to send us an email stating 
the reasons why your nominee deserves the “C.A.R.E.” Award.  Each month, an indi-
vidual will be honored and recognized at our luncheon and in our Newsletter as well. 
Send your nominations to the Chamber by fax: (562) 467-0840, email: cham-
ber@cerritos.org, or mail: 13259 East South Street, Cerritos, CA 90703. 

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 
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Are You Involved? Join a Committee & maximize your Membership! 

Government Affairs Council  Meets the first Wednesday of each month at 9:00 am to  
discuss legislative issues and to make recommendations for action on behalf of local business 
Small Business Committee Provides a forum for the exchange of ideas, fosters  
programs for professional development, and promotes small business growth and profitability. 

Home Based Business Committee Provides resources, information, and an accessible 
forum for home-based businesses to grow and succeed 
Ambassadors Committee  Acting as public relations representatives for the Chamber,  
Ambassadors encourage interaction and involvement of all members at functions and events 

Business & Education Council  Brings business, education, and community leaders     
together as effective partners to build a quality workforce 
Multi-Cultural Council Creates and develops a stronger link, partnership, and voice between 
the Chamber and the existing Asian and Indian communities of businesses in Cerritos  
Industrial Council Provides outreach and business services to the industrial sector 
Special Projects & Events Numerous events and projects provide networking opportunities, 
quality information and resources that help businesses grow and succeed 

Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce  ·  13259 E. South Street  ·  Cerritos, CA 90703 
phone: (562) 467-0800  ·  fax: (562) 467-0840  ·  chamber@cerritos.org  ·  www.cerritos.org 

About the Chamber 
The Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce is a  
member-driven, non-profit association of  
business professionals and civic-minded residents 
committed to improving the business climate and 
quality of life in the Cerritos area. The Cerritos 
Chamber provides support, resources, services, 
and opportunities for all existing and prospective 
businesses. The Chamber’s goal is to help create 
and sustain successful business ventures that will 
benefit the economic vitality of the entire region. 
 
Mission Statement 
The mission of the Cerritos Regional Chamber of 
Commerce is to promote and enhance business 
within Cerritos and the surrounding area. 
 
Vision Statement 
The Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce, as 
the unified voice and advocate for business, 
promotes economic development and business 
retention, enhances government relations and 
community development, advances collaborative 
partnerships and alliances, and provides key 
resources for the entire community.  

 

Past Presidents  
Kathy Frazier                   2005-2006 
Melanie Broad                 2004-2005 
Elizabeth Gadbois            2003-2004 
Steve Vicencia                  2002-2003 
Margaret Pashko             2001-2002 
Lou Banas                        2000-2001 
Gabe Loya                        1999-2000 
Jim Bockholt                    1998-1999 
LeeAnne Krusemark       1997-1998 
Sharon Sidener                1996-1997 
Waldo Arballo                 1995-1996 
Joe Julien                         1994-1995 
Sharon Sidener                1993-1994 
Rose Reets                        1992-1993 
Julie Knabe                      1991-1992 
Philip Kress, DMD          1990-1991 
Mike Mortl                       1989-1990 
Guy Hammond                1988-1989 
Julie Knabe                      1987-1988 
Frank Scott                      1986-1987 
Sherman Kappe               1985-1986 
Mary Alice Soares           1984-1985 
Richard Boudreau           1983-1984 
Jack Boyster                     1983-1984 
Steve Pope                        1982-1983 
Al Witt                              1981-1982 
Richard Boudreau           1980-1981 
G. Anthony Rector          1979-1980 
Angel Rivas                      1978-1979 
Paul Mangan                    1977-1978 
Dick Judson                      1976-1977 
Mildred Knost                  1975-1976 
Bill Woods                        1974-1975 
Don Nehlson                     1973-1974 
Ronald Call                      1972-1973 
Edward Rindahl, Jr         1971-1972 
Jack Bettencourt              1970-1971 
Juan de Cordova              1968-1970 
Al Highstreet                    1966-1968 
Ray Hanson                      1963-1966 

Why Join? 

GOVERNMENT ADVOCACY 
and political action to represent and  

protect your business from  
regulations and undue taxation 

 
NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES 

and referrals to help you make 
new business contacts 

 
A PRO-BUSINESS AGENDA 

to help strengthen the local economy 
and stimulate economic growth 

 
DISCOUNTS AND BENEFITS 

to save you and your business 
money and time 

 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

programs to help grow your business  


