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April 16, 2008
FOOD LABELING

SB 1420 (Padilla) 

Food Facilities: Nutritional Information — Creates a costly and impractical mandate that burdens businesses by forcing restaurants to reproduce their menus in order to provide nutritional information to customers. 

Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
Senate Appropriations Committee hearing April 14.


4/15/2008 From SECOND READING: Read second time. To THIRD READING.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TAXATION

AB 1840/1956 (Charles Calderon) 

New Internet Taxes — Imposes a new sales and use tax on California consumers on purchases of intangible electronic or digital media such as downloadable songs, movies, software, and books, which are not currently subject to the tax, and greatly increases the cost of doing business for technology sector. 
Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
Assembly Revenue and Taxation Committee hearing April 14.


AB 1840 Passed - From REV. & TAX to APPR.


AB 1956 Failed – Reconsideration Granted

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CLIMATE CHANGE

AB 2388 (Feuer) 

Vehicle Registration Fees — Hurts California’s businesses and consumers by creating a new tax on vehicles by increasing the license fee on a vehicle based on its weight and carbon emissions. 

Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
Assembly Transportation Committee hearing April 14. (Not heard)

AB 2558 (Feuer) 

Change Mitigation and Adaptation Fee — Assesses an unfair tax on businesses and consumers by authorizing the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority to impose a tax on either motor vehicles or vehicle fuel. 

Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
Assembly Transportation Committee hearing April 14.


Passed - 4/14/2008 From TRANS to  L. GOV

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION

AB 2692 (Hernandez) 

Workers’ Compensation Insurance — Deprives employers of choice and stability in the workers’ compensation insurance market by creating an unworkable scheme for regulating the rates of insurance companies. 

Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
Assembly Insurance Committee hearing April 16

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FUEL TAX

AB 2744 (Huffman)

 Motor Vehicle Fuel — Increases transportation costs in the Bay Area region by creating a new fuel tax to pay for a regional climate plan. 

Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
Assembly Transportation Committee hearing April 14.


Failed – Reconsideration Granted

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ENVIRONMENT

SB 1165 (Kuehl) 

Environmental Impact Reports (EIR) - Potentially slows development projects by publicizing draft EIRs, bringing environmental scrutiny earlier in the process. 

Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
Senate Environmental Quality Committee hearing April 14.


Passed - 4/14/2008 From E.Q. to  JUD.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT

SB 1244 (Alquist) 

Employment Retaliation — Creates a vague and expansive new basis for liability under the Labor Code by adding a protected class of ‘a coworker or family member’ of a person who has filed a claim with the Labor Commissioner, or is testifying in a proceeding before the Labor Commissioner. 

Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
Senate Judiciary Committee hearing April 15.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CONTAINER FEE

SB 974 (Lowenthal)

Tax on Freight Movement — Imposes a per-container tax in the ports of Long Beach, Los Angeles and Oakland; Funds will remain locally and be used for roads, rail, and other infrastructure projects related to the ports.

Chamber Position: 
SUPPORT
Status:
2/26/2008 - From inactive file to third reading file.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LABOR & EMPLOYMENT

AB 2127 (Benoit) 

Alternative Workweek Schedules — Allows employees and employers flexibility in work schedules to help accommodate employees’ diverse family obligations, personal pursuits, commuting issues and environmental concerns by allowing a small business to agree to provide scheduling options requested by an employee. This option, known as the Small Business Family Scheduling Option, would allow a small employer (25 or less employees) to agree to an employee’s request to work an alternative work schedule and applies exclusively to small businesses that are not covered by a collective bargaining agreement. 

Recommended Position: 
SUPPORT
Status:
Assembly Labor and Employment Committee hearing anticipated on April 9th.


Failed passage. 4/9/2008 in committee. Reconsideration granted.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
LABOR & EMPLOYMENT

SB 1539 (Calderon) 

Meal Periods — Provides a comprehensive solution to compliance and enforcement of meal period laws that provides clarity and flexibility to employers and employees across all industries regardless of employer size or union status. 

Recommended Position: 
SUPPORT
Status:
4/15/2008 From SECOND READING: Read second time and amended.


Re-referred to APPR.

