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May 7, 2008
LEGAL REFORM AND PROTECTION

SB 1608 (Corbett) 

Disability Access Compliance — Comprehensive reform that increases public access for individuals with disabilities while reducing unwarranted litigation, including by encouraging use of state-certified disability access specialists and establishing court procedure for early judicial review of lawsuit claims.. 

Recommended Position: 
SUPPORT
Status:
5/5/2008 From committee: Do pass as amended, but first amend, and re-refer to Com. on APPR. (Ayes 4. Noes 0. Page 3626.) 


05/08/08 #19 S-SECOND READING FILE
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CLIMATE CHANGE

AB 2558 (Feuer) 

Change Mitigation and Adaptation Fee — Assesses an unfair tax on businesses and consumers by authorizing the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority to impose a “climate change mitigation and adaptation tax” on either motor vehicles or vehicle fuel. Revenues from the fee would be used for public transit and congestion management projects, programs and capital projects. Assembly Local Government Committee hearing April 30.

Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
5/5/2008 Read second time. To third reading.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATION

AB 3025 (Lieber) 

Polystyrene Packaging — Bans the polystyrene loosefill packaging that is commonly referred to as "packaging peanuts" without regard to the existence of practical alternatives. 

Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
Assembly Natural Resources Committee hearing - 5/5/2008 From committee: Amend, and do pass as amended
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TOURISM
SB 1057 (Migden) 

Rental Cars — Prohibits rental car companies from listing local charges on bills separately and prevents the collection of the CalChamber-supported tourism commissions assessment. 
Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status: 
Senate Judiciary Committee hearing - 5/2008 From committee: Do pass as amended.
ENVIRONMENT

SB 1165 (Kuehl) 

Environmental Impact Reports (EIR) — Potentially slows development projects by publicizing draft EIRs, bringing environmental scrutiny earlier in the process. 

Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
Senate Appropriations Committee hearing Set for May 12
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION

SB 1717 (Perata) 

Permanent Disability — Rolls back the historic workers’ compensation reforms of 2004 and increases workers’ compensation costs for insured and self-insured employers by doubling permanent disability indemnity benefits paid to injured workers by 2011. 

Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
Senate Appropriations Committee; no hearing date scheduled 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MEAL PERIODS 

SB 1539 (Calderon)  

Existing law requires an employer to provide an employee who works more than 5 hours in a workday with a meal period of not less than 30 minutes, unless the employee works no more than 6 hours in a workday and the meal period is waived by mutual consent. An employer also is required to provide an employee who works more than 10 hours in a workday with a second meal period of not less than 30 minutes, unless the employee works no more than 12 hours, the first meal period was not waived, and the second meal period is waived by mutual consent. The Industrial Welfare Commission (IWC) of the Department of Industrial Relations adopts and amends wage orders that, among other things, specify how meal periods are required to be provided to covered employees within various industries, including the procedures for providing employees with on-duty meal periods. This bill would declare the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation to address issues related to meal periods in employment.  

Recommended Position: 
SUPPORT
Status:
4/21/2008 Withdrawn from committee. Re-referred to Com. on RLS

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

