CERRITOS REGIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Government Affairs Council

Issues Update 

September 5, 2007
HEALTH CARE

AB 8  (Núñez) 

Health Care Tax on Employers — Imposes a tax on small employers who can’t afford to provide health care coverage, to fund health care coverage for those who don’t currently purchase it. 

Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
Senate Appropriations Committee suspense file.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EDUCATION

AB 365 (Portantino)

Postsecondary Education — Attempts to bring in line efficiency between postsecondary education and efforts to fill workforce development gaps. 

Recommended Position: 
SUPPORT
Status:
Senate Floor.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FUEL MANDATES

SB 140  (Kehoe) 

New Fuel Mandate — Disadvantages California businesses and increases fuel prices by creating a fuel mandate that picks a winner in the alternative fuels market, preventing the research and development of additional viable options that may be cheaper and more efficient. 

Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
Assembly Appropriations Committee suspense file.

SB 210 (Kehoe) 

Restrictive Fuel Standard — Interferes with the development of a competitive alternative fuels market and threatens job creation in California by creating a costly Low Carbon Fuel Standard that conflicts with the existing standard created by Governor’s Executive Order S-7-04. 

Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
Assembly Appropriations Committee suspense file.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
LEGAL PROTECTION AND REFORM

AB 437 (Jones) 

Increased Employer Liability Exposure — Greatly expands employers’ liability exposure and hampers their ability to defend themselves by effectively removing any statute of limitations for lawsuits challenging any employer decision that affects pay or benefits.

Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
Senate Floor.

AB 1673 (Feuer) 

Retail Sales: Rebates — Harms consumers by discouraging retailers from offering manufacturers’ rebates. 

Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
Senate Floor.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT

AB 504 (Swanson)

Mandatory Payments for Striking Employees — Forces employers to pay striking employees by creating a new definition of lockout that requires an employer to pay restitution to employees. 

Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
Senate Floor.

SB 549 (Corbett) 

Employee's Right to Bereavement Leave — Unreasonably expands employer’s liability for a new protected bereavement leave for employees. 

Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
Assembly Floor

SB 622 (Padilla) 

Independent Contractors — Creates a new excuse to sue employers and exposes them to excessive new penalties for "willful misclassification" of independent contractors without providing a clear roadmap for employers to comply. 

Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
Assembly Floor

AB 1045 (Richardson) 

Occupational Safety and Health: Working Conditions — Unwarranted attempt to bypass the effective process and statutory authority of the California Occupational Safety and Health Standards Board and the Division of Occupational Safety and Health to develop and adopt overly prescriptive, unnecessary standards regulating exposure to indoor heat. 

Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
Senate Floor

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WORKERS COMPENSATION

AB 1073  (Nava) 

Medical Treatment Utilization Schedule — Increases workers’ compensation costs by altering the caps on physical therapy, occupational therapy, and chiropractic care. 
Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
Senate Floor.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CONTAINER TAX

SB 974 (Lowenthal)

Tax on Freight Movement — Imposes a per-container tax in the ports of Long Beach, Los Angeles and Oakland; Funds will remain locally and be used for roads, rail, and other infrastructure projects related to the ports.

Chamber Position: 
SUPPORT
Status:


Assembly Floor.

