Cerritos Chamber Expands Regional Efforts

By: Catherine Gaughen, Executive Director

We are fortunate to live and work in a region where local communities are thriving - with strong leadership, a sound economic base, and unique and diverse business environments. However, it is critical that these surrounding communities have a strong Chamber of Commerce to help preserve the existing economic structure and to help promote the enhancement of a strong and diverse economic base. After 44 years of serving the business community in Cerritos and the surrounding communities, the Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce is expanding its regional efforts. This past month the Chamber formalized an agreement with the City of Hawaiian Gardens to provide business development services and resources to the business community of Hawaiian Gardens. Since Hawaiian Gardens does not currently have a Chamber of Commerce, the Cerritos Regional Chamber will work with the City in providing support, resources, services, and opportunities for all existing and prospective businesses in that region. The Chamber continues to have a long-standing relationship with the City of Cerritos and will continue to provide numerous services and resources to the business community and residents in the City of Cerritos.  

Currently representing member businesses from over 31 surrounding cities, the priority objective of the Cerritos Regional Chamber is to help create and sustain successful business ventures that will benefit the economic vitality of the entire region. Recognizing that the local business community is regional and not bound by city or county lines, it is critical that the Cerritos Regional Chamber help preserve the existing economic structure and to help promote the enhancement of a strong and diverse economic base for the entire region.  

In March of 2006, the Chamber’s Board of Directors approved the addition of  “Regional” to our name to signify the Chamber’s direction and vision as a regional leader. Although our name changed, our mission remains the same: To promote and foster the economic vitality and quality of life in the region by being an accessible resource to not only our Chamber Members, but to the entire community. The Chamber strives to promote and enhance the commercial, professional, economic, educational, cultural and environmental well being of participating communities through a myriad of programs and activities, which include legislative advocacy, economic development campaigns, partnerships with local educational institutions, business development opportunities and “member-only” benefits and services.

As a regional organization, one of the main goals of the Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce is to assist local communities in prioritizing economic development and sustainable business development, primarily small business development, retention, recruitment, and growth. The Chamber plays an integral role in sustaining existing businesses and helping them grow and succeed (retention), as well as developing and attracting new businesses to help sustain our existing business climate (recruitment). 

In addition to business and economic development, the Chamber will also continue to offer numerous services and resources to the business community and residents from all surrounding communities. These include top quality luncheon programs bringing timely information to members, events for powerful networking, educational programs to keep employers well prepared to meet the challenges from new legislation and a very competitive market place, publications with excellent advertising opportunities and quality/timely information, and a membership that is dynamic and growing.

For additional information on the Chamber’s regional efforts – or if you would like information on joining the Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce – contact Executive Director Catherine Gaughen at 562/467-0800 or catherine@cerritos.org. 
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